





Minutes of the Meeting of Sutton Upon Tern Parish Council held at the Festival Centre, Market Drayton on Wednesday 17th September 2014 

Chair:

Cllr M Reid

Councillors:
Cllr B Maddox; Cllr A Jackson; Cllr B Hill; Cllr C Creed; Cllr C Swaithes
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce



73/14
Welcome & Public Session 
Cllr Reid welcomed the Councillors and 23 members of the public present to the Meeting and began the public session with one minute’s silence in order to recall and reflect upon the life of former Councillor, 
Mrs Chris Sharp who made an enormous contribution, not only to the Parish Council for a significant number of years, but also to other local bodies.  She will be very sadly missed.

Three members of the pubic indicated a wish to make representations to the Council.  Mrs Dams spoke in relation to an outline planning application and requested that Councillors reject it.   A member of the public raised a question concerning some land owned by a Councillor.  The Clerk confirmed that this area of land had been included on the strategic housing land database over a decade ago but it had not been put forward for consideration under SAMDev, nor had any planning applications ever been submitted in relation to it.  
Mr Dams made a representation concerning the Council’s inclusion of Sutton Parish as a community cluster under SAMDev  and requested Councillors withdraw and register the Parish as rural countryside.  
A member of the public queried the legality of the by-election which has been called in the Parish and enquired as to why the seat could not be filled by co-option.  The Clerk explained the by-election process.

74/14
Present, apologies or absent – Cllr Bates sent apologies.  
75/14 
Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests – Cllrs Maddox, Reid and Creed indicated that they would withdraw from any planning discussions which might include the Woodseaves area as they own land in the area. 
76/14
Dispensations – None

77 /14 
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th July 2014.  Councillors confirmed that they had received the Minutes and agreed (prop: AJ, Sec: CC) that they were a true and accurate copy. They were duly signed by the Chair.
78/14
Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)

The Clerk asked if Councillors had had an opportunity to review Crickmerry following the painting of ‘SLOW’ on the road and if they considered further safety measures to be necessary.  Councillors agreed that they were content with the measures undertaken by the Highways department and that no further action would be required.

79/14
Election update/Vacancy/Co-option of Councillor

The Clerk confirmed that the statement of persons nominated had been received from the Elections Department and that the election will be held on 9th October 2014, at a cost to the Parish at a maximum of £2 per head of the electorate, which would equate to c£1700 ((LGA 1972 s89(6)).
An application had been received from Mr R Gittins for the seat left vacant from the May 2013 election.  Cllr Reid proposed co-opting (LGA 1972 s16A) Mr Gittins onto Sutton Upon Tern Parish Council, seconded by Cllr Jackson, all agreed.  Mr Gittins was invited to join the Councillors and duly completed an acceptance of office form as required.  He provided the Clerk with a copy of his entry for the Register of Members’ Interests. (LGA 1972 s83)
80/14
Community Policing Report
Newsletter provided by Market Drayton Police circulated for information.
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81/14
Planning
 i) Applications: 14/03661/OUT Proposed development off Sydnall Lane, Woodseaves 

Cllr Reid left the room.  Councillors considered the outline application for 3 dwellings.  The Clerk reminded Councillors of the fulfilment of the 5 year housing land supply and that applications should be considered against the NSLP, SAMDev, Core Strategy policies and the NPPF.  Councillors raised concerns about access onto the A529 and agreed they would like to see further details and consultant’s reports upon submission of a full application.  2 Councillors abstained from the vote, 4 approved the outline application; agreed. 
ii) Decisions: 14/01563/OUT Land off Sutton Lane Woodseaves: Permission Granted

14/02680/FUL 7 Crickmerry, Market Drayton, Erection of a two storey side extn:Grant permission

iii) (Cllr Reid rejoined the Meeting) Update of submission to Inspectorate examination process: Clerk confirmed that Shropshire Council has submitted its SAMDev policy to the Planning Inspectorate for the examination process.  The appointed Inspector will hold hearings for 2 weeks in November, with another week in December scheduled.  The Inspector will present her findings next year and make any recommendations for changes or main modifications.

Update on Shropshire Council’s ability to demonstrate a 5.5 year housing land supply covered previously.   (Cllrs Reid, Maddox and Creed withdrew from the Meeting)

Review: In response to some objections to the registration of the Parish as a Community Cluster for SAMDev received from a group of residents, Councillors agreed to review the Council’s position.  The Clerk gave a précis to Councillors to remind them of Shropshire Council’s SAMDev policy and an explanation of Hubs, Clusters and Rural Countryside.  The Clerk asked Councillors to confirm if they were ‘confident in the process of consultation undertaken and that the decision taken to register the Parish as a Community Cluster was representative of the community aspirations in the round ie the Cluster as an entirety, not just one area of the Parish, and to confirm that this decision was reached so that some small scale managed development, 10-15 homes until 2026 representing an increase of c2% to the housing stock or 1 new home per year in line with past trends, could bring benefits to the whole community’.  Councillors approved the statement and agreed it to be true.  The Clerk asked Councillors to confirm whether or not they wished to make any changes to their registration as a Community Cluster.  Councillors considered the matter.  Cllr Hill stated that he believed that registering as a Cluster was a sound decision and best for the Parish, however, in light of recent residents’ objections perhaps the Council should review its position.  The Clerk reminded Councillors that they were not in a period of public consultation on SAMDev as it had been formally submitted for examination.  A new local consultation process could not be undertaken at this time.  The Clerk confirmed that any change would have to be made by requesting to withdraw as a Community Cluster at this time and wait to review the Community Cluster v Rural Countryside registration when Shropshire Council begins a new round of reviews following formal adoption of the policy.  Cllr Swaithes agreed that perhaps the Council should review its stance.  (Cllr Gittins abstained from the discussion and vote.).  The Clerk reminded Councillors a decision would need to be taken only on the basis of requesting to withdraw or to continue as a Community Cluster.  Cllrs Hill, Swaithes and Jackson agreed to submit a request to the Inspectorate to withdraw its Cluster status so that a review could be undertaken following the SAMDev policy’s approval by the Planning Inspectorate and its formal adoption by Shropshire Council.  (Cllrs Reid, Maddox and Creed returned to the Meeting.) 

iv) Place Plan Review: The Clerk proposed deferring this discussion in view of the decision to request withdrawing from the Community Cluster as the Parish would not benefit from CiL monies if registered as Rural Countryside, therefore rendering the Parish aspiration list obsolete.  Clerk to check value in continuing to update the Plan.
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82/14
Street Lighting

i) Cllr Swaithes gave a report on the Pendril Close lighting situation.  Will attempt contact with the MOD again.
ii) Cllr Reid confirmed that the benches had been repainted and the pads in progress.  The Clerk gave details of the bench options available and Councillors voted to order bench in colour/style as agreed.  Clerk to check longevity of the materials on offer.  Delivery available in 2/3 weeks.  Cllr Reid proposed a plaque in commemoration of Cllr Sharp, wording to be agreed with family members. All agreed: Clerk to order.
83/14
Correspondence

i)
General SALC/NALC information bulletins/Legal Topic Notes etc;

ii)
Correspondence received regarding SAMDev – circulated by email;

iii) 
Other information updates received by email (Future Fit etc) – Clerk updated;

84/14
Highways /Environmental Health

-
Reports from Councillors on local matters of concern – no items to report;

- 
Road safety policy - concerns submission: Councillors agreed items to put forward;

- 
Update on requested location signage for Pell Wall – Clerk awaiting confirmation of sign 
installation.

85/14
Courses/Meetings

Clerk to update when new schedule is released.  Clerk suggested Cllr Gittins attend training sessions 

.
86/14
Housekeeping
i)  Reports from meetings of external bodies – no recent meetings held to report from.  
87/14 
Finances 

Cash book and bank reconciliations distributed for information.  Invoices presented for payment:

	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq No
	Power of expenditure

	30/07/14
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary July
	£174.03
	SO
	LGA 1972 S112

	30/08/14
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary August
	£174.03
	SO
	LGA 1972 S112

	31/07/14
	Festival Centre
	Room Hire 16/07/14
	£24.00
	100166
	LGA 1972 S150

	25/07/14
	Shropshire Council 
	May 2013 Election Fee
	£100.00
	100167
	LGA 1972 S111

	16/09/14
	NPower
	Supply
	£91.30
	100168
	Parish Council’s Act 1957 s3; Highways Act 1980 s301


 Invoices proposed (including npower invoice received after agenda preparation) for payment by Cllr Hill, seconded by Cllr Swaithes.  Clerk’s salary proposed by Cllr Reid, seconded by Cllr Jackson.  All agreed. 

External auditor’s report ((LGA 1972 s168) presented and the findings discussed.  Councillors discussed the lowering of the precept for the period 2014/15.  Next budget to be discussed at the next Meeting which will need to factor in election costs and potential spend on items which had been identified in the Place Plan for CiL contributions eg proposed footway for Sutton Lane.

88/14
Parish Matters

Concerns were raised over inappropriate vehicle parking along Sutton Lane.

There being no other business the Chair thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 8:57 pm.  


SUTTON UPON TERN PARISH COUNCIL
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES



Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th September 2014 accepted and approved as being a true and accurate record by Sutton Upon Tern Parish Council at a Meeting held on:   
2014 at the Festival Centre, Market Drayton
Signed by the Chair : …………………………………......................

